UNITED STATES
COAST GUARD

W

ITS PURPOSE AND ACTIVITIES
IN WAR AND PEACE o s



THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

is the Nation's maritime police force. Within
that function it performs many interrelatcd duties,
such as the promotion of safety of lfe at sea, and
the maincenance of lighthouses and other aides to
masine navigation. I¢s ships and shore stations
form a closely coordinated necwork of protective
and marine observation stations along all the
coasts of the United States and its possessions.
* In the enforcement of law and order and in
its constant watchfulness for maritime disasters,
the Coast Guard is quite naturally deeply involved
in any national preparedness which takes place
upon our coastal frondiers. War finds the Coast
Guard in afull state of preparedness, and it becomes
necessary only to coordinate the work of its per-
sonnel, its ships, its planes, its communication
stations, and its shore stations with those of the
ion has

other military services. As this coord
its basis in close peacetime cooperation, the dec-
laration of war requires only the acceleration

of activiies.




EXECUTIVE ORDER

DIRECTING THE COAST GUARD TO
OPERATE AS A PART OF THE NAVY

¥ virtue of the authority vested in me by section 1 of the

actof July 11, 1941, Public Luw 166, 77th Congress, 1st Session,
it s hereby directed that the Coast Guard shall from this date,
until further orders, operate as a part of the Navy, subject 0
the orders of the Secretary of the Navy.

(Signed) Franklin D. Roosevels
The White House

November 1, 1
Esecutive Order No. 8929

* k *
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Nivy: " Conss Goard Mendquairs coninues 10 carey o is logisic oncions
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Offces of the United States Coast Guaed, i times of
peace, eater he Service chiefly theough the Coast
‘Guard Acsdemy. They are appoiated as cadets after
4 rigid competitive examination open to the youth of the Nation, and

are seat to New London, Conn, for a 3-year course of nteasive study.
completed and examinations successfally passed,they are ordered

0 duty as ensigas and immeditely sent (o sea.

In time of war, with a need for rapid but teimporary expansion of the

basis of their trsining and experience and without passing through «
service school. These men enter the Coust Guard Reserve, and are
lled immedistely 0 acive duy orth dursion of the w. Ty sce

o unit of the Cosst Guaed.

‘ouns men with high educational qualifcations, but without the
special types of expericnce usefulin & military serice, may be commis-
sioned in the Coast Guard afier successfully completing 3 3-month



special i 2
special class are ealisted a3 apprentice seamen i the Cosst Guard

become cadets. The cadec course of 2 months, which immediately

Coast Guird Reserve and immediate actve duty for the durstion of
the w.

‘Within the Coast Guard, many wasran and chief warrant offcers are
beiag temporarily promoted to commissioned stas.  Appointments
from cvil lfe ace also being made to the ranks of warrant and chief

“The manoe of inceeasing the offcer personnel of the Coast Guard to

the

course shortened from 4 10 3 yeaes.
Temporary promotions are being quite generally mad.
D =R 5

are also being made in the Reserve in special cases

abiltes o al classes of persons of miliaey age whether alceady in the
Const Guaed or

in civil e






Service maintains many

offices,
of time, and also operates mobile recrui
smallee commuaides. Information regarding ealisument may

temporary offices for short periods
i trucks which visic the
be

it rom the disteice Coast Guard offcers in the various naval dis-
icts, a0d from Corst Guard Headquarters, Washington, D C.

The principal requirements for service in the Cosst Guard
Must be between 17 and 55 years of ages if under 21 years of age must
of parent or guardiass if over 21 must produce

st be a east

have writien const
e e
5 e 6 inches in height (5 feec 4 inches if les than 20 years of age);
muse read, write and spesk the English language; must fraish three
photographs of himself (passpor size and no han) i marsied wife must
give consent to ealisument a0 show adequate financial support must

with militry or

submit to rigid physicsl xamination. Those wi
ocileiy o Eees Mol i S ot 1o ey ok

be over 55 years of age.
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COAST GUARD
RESERVE

Hebmes—4s o pst e o pd e
sion of the Cosst Guard f

HERR ey

isemeas inthe regolar servce

FE e

commissions given gradustes of the Cosst Guard Academy, all commis-

sions now being granted ace i the Reserve.

‘The Coast Guard Reserve was crested and established as a componeat
pare of the United Sttes Cosse Guard by the Cosse Guard Auxilisry
and Reserve Act of 194



Purpose—The purpose of the Coast Gurd Reserve is to S
. added

ofthe Couse Guard willbe adecute o caabl the Service 0 perorm
such extraordinasy duties as may be necessitated by emergency con-
ditons.

meat in the Coast Guard Reserve: Only male citzens of the United
Sutes and of its Terciories and possessions, except the Philippine
Islands, who have aained the age specified in the appropriste sections
hereof, and who are physically and otherwise qulified for the perfor.
ance of duty in the Coast Gusrd, and who, through appointment oF
ealisument theren, obligate themselves to serve i the Coase Guard in

15 sny peri i by the

Presideat to

¢ Linis of dplcot—The linkin s o cce i te
cegolar Coase Guard Reserve are as follow:
Lieatennot . ) 2565 Warrane 21
2065 Ealisted...... L 1ress

Chiefwarrant.

Procedare in Making Application for Appaintment—Applicsions for

Whese the location of the

ot Known t0 the applicant,informtion may be obiined from any
ship or sation of the Coast Guard or from the oficeof the district Coust
Guaed officer located o each maval district.

the ofice of the disteict Coase Guard offcer in each naval distrct the
addresses of which may be obiained from any unicof the Service. An

a0d most be accompanicd by or include the following:
Q) Evidence of
@) Atleast dhree lttrs of recomment
@) Sttement a to prios miliary or aaval servce.
) Teanscript of educston qu
(5) Two secent photographs, one profl and one fu
(©) Agreement to earoll in correspondence courses,

ations




The Coase Guard maintins 2 i of cuters for the
performance of its many duties upon the sea and the
interior waterways of the couotry. These cutters
vary in size and equipment from the argest type of seagoing ship, 327
fec o lengeh and strongly aemed, o small ships 60 fec in length, for

carey out the law enforcement duties of the Service and assist in the
in the saviag of ife and prop-
erty; the larges ships ace equipped for ocean towing, and many of the
smaller ones have unususlly high speed to faciliate the ovechauling of
lawbreakers. There are special types of ships for the laying of sub-

naionl defense. All crews are ruined

buoys and maintsining the other aids to navigation.







COAST GUARD
AVIATION

Avaion ciiies ofthe Unied S
‘entered upon a new phs o
present war, The orga



men ace selected from among general service personnel who have

finess and aptiude for aviaton duty. Men, to be assigaed for pilor

and 10 a limited exteat from enlisted men in the Service.  All Cosst
‘Guard avisors receive thir traiaing at the Naval A Setion, Pensa-
cola, Fls.

Back of the Coast Guard planes is the small but cfecivly locsted

ties fo
operation of aircraft, and bareacks for the personnel assigaed. The
Coast Guard also maincaias at Elzabech City, N. C, and San Dicgo,
(Clif, fuclities and trained personnel for the major overhaul of Cost
Guaed sierate

The use to which Cosst Guard sircrat was put in 1940, a normal
peaceime yea, is found in the followiag:

Vessels warned of impending duager. 259
Persons asssted. 223
Emergency medical cases transported 13
Pecsons trsasported from disabled vessels. 12
Disabled vessels located. 7
Navigation obsteuctions repored. o
Smuggling vessels located. E
Assistance 10 other Goverament departments. 192
lici disilleies locaed. 725
Vessels idendiied......... 29,322
Number of fights.. 4501
Miles cruised 1258304

Acea searched (sq. miles) 9,307,066
Time i fight (hours).. 13,231




The lasgest single flet of small bosts operated by
oy of the nuuical sgeacies of he Federal Govern-

1 peacetion
Vs o o o
and general patcol f hasbors and rivs, has beeo added the many new

watime tasks. Perhaps most imporaant of the later are the dues

and beio on the alere for any atemps at sabotage.

was speeded up, and large contracs were awagded commercial boa
building conceras. Large numbers of small yachts and pleasute crafc
have also been taken into the Service under provisions of the Coas
Guard Reserve legislation, 3od boats are also being purchased in the
open mar

Many of the bosts assigned (o the Coast Guard Reserve are being
manned and operated by Reserve personnel endrely. Other small

ey by el

regular servie.






COAST GUARD
ACADEMY

general those. required
college.




Physical
the se

ice demand excepional vigor and sumins. Tn addition to the
mental and physcial examination, each candidate isinterviewed person.
aly and given 3 mark in adsprability for the Service. In arciving at
this mack, consideration is given to appesrance, athleic abi

0 oth

cester fisherman type aod i service pateol bots o oder to fumilisrize
the cadets with theie seagoing fuure.

S sten s Bt
bourd of distinguished educators working in conjunction with th
i iy o1 den T reltas coiss st g ot

saey tchaical and professionsl knowledge required of an oficr in the
i >

raduace aod secvice speciaizaion. Tn peacetime 4 yeu
5 e

e s o Loados, Come. T ool gy which s of

sumerous other buildings of lesser importsnce. The pl




inclade a foorball stadium and seven tennis courts. O the river front

p:
o e 7St el T o e et
e S prscrice ruse i made,

5 accordingly miliary in character and it has been found that this con.-

In addition to the regular cadet trsining course,the Academy is now

Reserve. in
February 1942 at which time 200 young mes, seleced from hundreds
of applicants, were ealistd in the Coast Guard Reserve 15 spprentice
sesmen and givea s prelimi

inary 30-day weniniog couse, 4 course prac-
dically deosical with ha given 0 sl secrut. They e then clased
& ey

the duties of an offier. This course has been GECei s
cadec o acquire in 3 months & practical understanding of the problems

e will encounter s a Reserve oficer in the Service.




INTERNATIONAL

ICE PATROL

e e P
bscevation and lee Pateol Servie, This work wis.
dd:xnzd o the e by the Presiden: llving

in 1913, Under this conveation the cost of maintaining an ice .,..m
S e s i

s T
provides, early each summer, a patcol of seagoing cutters, he dues of

ographical dats, and he disseminacion of pertinent information to

dy by mesas of radio and also through othe offial

1 t0 note that ot a ship has been lost through
North Ataatic

21



Coust Guard, having been placed under
that organizacion oo Jaly 1, 1939, and
consists of the maintenance of ligh.
house, lightships, radiobescons, fog
sigoals, buoys, and beacons upon all

pavigable waters of the United Ststes
and its possessions; including Adantic
and Pacific cousts of continental United
States, the Great Lakes, the Missssippi
Riser and its tributries, Pacrto Rico,




MARINE NAVIGATION

s sppronces o e Pams Co e Hawinnlands ad Ak
chief administestve offcer is the Commandant of the Coast
e s

ing divisions in Washington, and by the various disteict offices. Because
of the wide geographic
cousts, the Great Lakes, and
T T B Sl
service s carcied on by disteice organizat

The Cons Gard s mors dan 20000 oy, making the

s of the U

hacbors, and the great mileage of the interior ivers and lakes. These
i

lighted buoys visible o
a searchlight by nighe. Parcicularly in the approaches o the more
important hasbors, however, large numbe of buoys ae fiied with
Jights and with sound signals, a0d s begi

installaion of swtomati radiobeacons upon these flo

¢ been made with the
Buoys
i ol S

cliabilty of structuees erected on 1 fixed foundation, for they flost in
e i et
makes possible their establishmea in large numbe







MARINE INSPECTIO|
ACTIVITIES

Asaresulcof the consolidation of the former Buresu
i Tuspecsis aod Nungasesmihthe Cor
‘Guard, provided forin  recent Executive order,the
i of the laws concerning the

Service is chasged wih the admisistr

of the United Sues; the supernision of the signing on, discharge, snd
living conditions of seamen, and the admiaistraion of the navigation
laws of the Usited Sttes. These funcrions have for their basic purpose:
the promorion of safery of life and property at ses. The effecive
administacion of the laws dealing with these acivities necessittes the
o e Sl s e
maximum protection o pussengers, officers, and crews of American

ships consisent with modern marine practices.
Other dusis;included in these new funciions of the Coast Guard,
are the administation and the enforcement of the laws perainiog t©

the numbering, equipmen, and operaton of motorbosts.

These new dues and fonctions of the Coast Guard are carried
under Supervising Merchant Marine Inspectors who function a3 in-
egeal pars of the staf of the Distrct Cosst Guard Offcers. At the
principal harbors in cach ditrict are Merchane Marine Inspectors in
Charge, responsible for the immediate supervision of their local
ofices

A Merchane Marine Council at Coast Guard Headgquartees, Washing:
ton, D. C, acts i an advisory capacity 1o the Commandant in the
S e T R
within the cogaizance of the Coss










ICE BREAKING

The Cosst Guard, each winter, is called upon to open
countless ice-bound hacbors, to break channels to large
numbers of

ships which have been caught in rapidly
forming ice, and to deliver supplies to communities cut off from their
normal means of communication. The increasing celiance of lirge
sections of the conntry upon liquid fucls, and the delivery of such
supplies in ever.growing quantiies by wate, the necessiy for maia-
tining fxed schedules over the water links of many railroads, and the

‘countless other forms of ransportation,the scenes of which are sid in
. has made the breaking of ice a0
important function of the Coast Guard.

waters subjec o winter freezi




COAST GUAykD

ry s a0 organization on &
purely voluatary basis of groups of small boat
operators in all parts of the countsy, for the primary

e

it flies i suitably manned aod kqmwa o cope with emergencies.
To be cligible for membership, a person must be  ciizen of the




LAW
ENFORCEMENT

The Coast Guard is charged with law enforcement upon
the navigable veaters of the United States and upon the
high seas and is frequently refered to as the Nation's
maritime police force. Among its many law eoforcement duties are
the followiag:

Patcol of the waters of the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea and
Souheaseen Abska i th enforcement of s aad reguld the
protection offur seal, se otter, and fsheries, and of cerain other laws
in Alasks

Patcol in the enforcemeat of the North Pacific Ocean Halibu Act

Supervision of the anchorage and movements of vessels and of the
handling of explosives infammable materal, and other dangerous
cargo aboard vessels.

Eaforcement of the Whaling Treaty Act and Oil Pollution Act.
Preveation of the smuggling of liquor, aazcorics, and other con-
traband.

Eaforcement of the customs, nsvigation, motorboat, and other related
Iaws of the United Stats,

Eaforce provisions of the Tnternational Convention on Safey of Life
acse, 1929,
Eaforce provisions of the International Load Line Convention.
Enforce provisions of the Offcers Competency Certificates Con-
vention, 193

1936,
Eaforce provisions of the Coasewise Load Line Act.



Enforce provisions of Seaman's Act, 1915, as ameaded.
Eaforce provisions of Motobost Act, 1940,

Eaforce provisions of Numberiag Act, 1915, as amended.
Eaforce provisions of Dangerous Cargo Act, 1940.

Eaforce provisions of Pilot Rules for Tnland Waters, Great Lkes,
a0d Western Rvers

Tvestigate Marine casualties of all ypes.

Conduct wials of liceased offcers and cer
‘conduct and inauention to duty, incompeteacy,




- .
THE COAST GUARD
« « Alwuys Reudy » »
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