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Victor Ernest Glanfield was born in Brisbane on 2nd January 1917. He grew up in the then working class Brisbane suburb of Paddington and attended the Marist Brothers Primary school. By the age of 18 he was working as a suit presser in a Fortitude Valley tailor shop. 
He joined the Australian Naval Reserves in 1936 where he became good friends with Valley Wade.  Through Valley he met Violet Wade and this group of friends started going out together. By the time war was brewing in Europe Vic and his mates were learning seamanship at the Brisbane naval depot HMAS Penguin IV.1 Vic became a signalman and began to court Violet Wade.

On 3 September 1939, Great Britain and Australia declared war on Germany. By then some defenses were already being prepared in anticipation of a possible war. Although Germany had not held any territory in the Asia Pacific region since the Great War there was a plausible threat from Germans in the area. As part of this, a week earlier, Vic had been given one day’s notice that he would be transferred to an unspecified location. Vic who had never before left the tiny city of his birth, left everything he knew and loved behind and perched between crates of supplies in a military transport plane flew half way across Australia. Arriving finally in Darwin, he was stationed at what was officially named “RAN Station 101, Port War Signal Station Port Darwin Northern Territory” also know as HMAS Penguin V or simply Port War. 
In 1940 ever more disturbing news of Japan’s brutal occupation of China was arriving and concern was growing about the possible threat Japan may become. With Australia’s armed forces and equipment fully committed to halting Germans advances in Europe and Africa Australian was devoid of the most basic resources to defend itself. 
The pitifully equipped and amateur trained reserves were called upon to form our countries only line of defence against any potential threat from a highly successful and fully equipped army of battle hardened veterans. On Saturday 30 March 1940 Vic was enlisted into the Royal Australian Navy and placed under the command of the Naval Officer-In-Charge Darwin.

With over 2,000 miles (over 3000 kilometers) between them and no idea what lay ahead Victor and Violet continued to build a relationship in a time when communication was by hand written letters and the only news was heavily censored radio broadcasts and cinema newsreels.
Such was the shortage of purpose designed miliary hardware that in September 1939 a civilian Steam Yacht  the Franklin had been requisitioned by the navy and commissioned as the examination vessel HMAS Adele on 24 October 1939. Fitted with only two machine guns its wartime role was to patrol the waters of northern Australia stopping and searching vessels for contraband and enemy personnel. 
The Adele, a few ships like her and a few outdated aeroplanes were all that guarded the thousands of miles of northern Australia coastline. Today, heavily-armed, skillfully-supported professionals using high-end technology and equipment and purpose built craft patrol these same waters against smugglers and illegal fishermen.
As a naval signalman, Vic’s life alternated between below decks shifts on-board HMAS Adele and land-based general duties maintaining equipment, standing guard and relaying communications into and out of Darwin.
In May 1940 Violet turned 21. With Japan’s unrelenting threat drawing ever nearer and all Australia’s future uncertain, Vic sent her a letter telling her to buy an engagement ring with the money he had enclosed.
During this time Vic also served briefly on the HMAS Manoora.2
In the spring of 1941 the Adele was sent south for a much needed refit. Realising that the inevitable war with Japan would shatter any remaining vestige of normality in their lives Vic took leave and made the most of what may be his last opportunity to return to Brisbane. There, in a quiet ceremony with family and friends he married Violet Wade.
At the end of his short leave Vic expected to be returned to Darwin but nothing could be taken for granted and he was transferred to RAN Station 301, Port War Signal Station Nobby’s Head Newcastle 3 were he again took up observer, signalman and other general duties. However en route to Newcastle he served one month in Sydney aboard the HMAS Kuttabul.4
On 8 December 1941 Australia declared war on Japan. Any last vestige of hope Vic may have had in a rapid return to civilian life perished completely.
Vic rejoined the Adele, which had been attached to HMAS Maitland the naval base at Newcastle. Here the Adele defended the entrance to the Newcastle harbour and identified maritime traffic on the east coast. 5
Around 50 German and Japanese warships entered Australian waters between 1940 and 1945. Following the defeat of the Japanese surface fleet in the Battles of the Coral Sea and Midway several of the Imperial Japanese Navy’s submarines were deployed to attack Allied maritime supply lines off the Australian east coast. These successfully sank over 20 merchant and military vessels and damaged numerous others. The presence of ships like the Adele, though poorly equipped for the task, undeniably kept that number to a minimum. The ever present risk to the crew was a constant and grave concern to loved ones left to wait ashore isolated by a veil of primitive communications, censorship and uncertainty 6.
In 1942 Australia’s transport facilities were archaic and spartan by today’s standards. There was no rail link between the north and south side of Brisbane and passengers had to change trains at the town of Wallangarra on the Queensland New South Wales border due to the difference in track width7. The movement of troops and supplies had first priority and services were withdrawn and redirected at little or no notice leaving civilian passengers stranded indefinitely. Trains were cramped and uncomfortable, noisy, dirty and steaming hot in summer or bitterly cold in winter. Lightweight luggage, disposable nappies, collapsible prams, bottle warmers and credit cards simply did not exist, Taxis were scarce and prohibitively expensive and everything had to be carried by the passengers sooner or later. Packing only what they would need, Violet and her new baby Vicki made the 500 mile (800 kilometre) trek from Brisbane to Newcastle. 
There they set up house, strangers in a strange town, just to be near Vic, never knowing how long before he would be reassigned elsewhere.  Even these plans were thrown into chaos when Violet’s older sister Dolly fell gravely ill. Dolly had raised Violet and her twin sister Lilly since their mother had died while they were still young so, ignoring the hardship, Violet and Vicki again made they journey to Brisbane to care for Dolly in her time of need.
Following Dolly’s death Violet, Vicki and Lilley again returned to Newcastle, delayed, diverted they changed trains 4 times carrying luggage and babies in order to be with Vic for whatever time they could.
In November 1944 the tide of war had turned in Europe, although U.S. aircraft were now bombing Japanese cities the war in Asia continued despite allied advances on some Pacific Islands. Victor was transferred to Madang on what is now the north coast of Papua New Guinea. Violet, Vicki, Lilley and a new daughter Jannese again made the journey back to Brisbane.8 At a time when the troop build-up was at its peak on the east coast of Australia housing was scarce so the four lived with Violet’s brother Mex and his family. Mex had recently been medically discharged after serving in the Australian Army (AIF). 

Madang was the centre of heavy fighting during World War II, where some 34 ships still like on the sea bed. The first Liberty ship entered Madang Harbour on 31 May 1944.9
There Vic continued patrol and interception work around the northern coast of New Guinea until the end of the war. The details of his years of service, like so many others, unrecorded today and seldom (to my knowledge never) spoken of during his lifetime.

On 15 August 1945 the war ended in the Pacific region with the surrender of Japan.  Victor Glanfield was officially demobilised on 03 December 1945.
Vic and Vi, like thousands of other Australians of that time endured years of hardship, separation and uncertainty. Years when what little they might have had was rationed. Even their time together was rationed. Wartime censorship meant that everyday each worried endlessly about the other. The bombing of Darwin and submarine attacks on Newcastle and Sydney caused endless concern for Victor over the safety of Violet and their children. The dangers of war and sea caused Violet never-ending concern for Victor.

Victor was not involved in any famous battles or honoured for performing any acts of unique bravery. Violet wasn’t captured by the enemy’s occupying forces. 
Their story is far from unique.
Their story is special because it is not unique. 
It is special because it is the story of so many Australians of their generation. 

During those years when most of us have the luxury to enjoy the experiences and joys of our youth they sacrificed their youth for our future. For that we are all indebted, not just to them but to their whole generation.

Thank you Mum, Dad and all the other men and women who brought Australia through those dark times. May present and future generations know and never forget your anguish by reading about it not by experiencing it.
Historical Footnotes:

1. The Naval Depot in Brisbane, HMAS MORETON, was decommissioned after over 60 years of service. The base opened in 1933 as HMAS PENGUIN IV; in 1940 it changed to HMAS BRISBANE, and in 1942 to HMAS MORETON.
2. HMAS Manoora was an Armed Merchant Cruiser / Landing Ship Infantry.

3. On the 19th of February 1942, 188 Japanese aircraft made the first bombing attacks on Darwin and sank or damaged 48 ships.
4. Just after midnight on May 31, 1942 a torpedo was fired from a Japanese Midget Submarine at the USS Chicago. It passed under a Dutch submarine and exploded against the sea wall, sinking HMAS Kuttabul and killing 21 sailors aboard.
5. HMAS Adele was wrecked on the breakwater at Port Kembla in New South Wales on 7 May 1943.

6. On 8 June 1942, under cover of the pre-dawn shadows, a Japanese submarine shelled Newcastle with several rounds falling on Nobby’s Head. The shore-based batteries of Fort Scratchley and vessels from HMAS Maitland responded to the attack but the submarine escaped into the concealing night. 
Little physical damage resulted but this and the attack on Sydney Harbour challenged Australians to realise they were neither inaccessible nor impregnable.
7. It was not until 1995 that all East Coast State capitals were linked by one rail network although the needs of the war effort saw  the direct Sydney to Brisbane link completed by 1943.
8. Station 301 ceased operations on 20 November 1944 when it was considered that it was no longer essential to the defence of Newcastle.
HMAS Maitland was decommissioned on 21 September 1946.
9. The arrival of the 7,000-ton supply ship signalled the start of Madang's role as a major Allied base. In addition to providing the main staging area for later operations against Aitape and Wewak Madang also became the principal base in the area for the Royal Australian Navy's Fairmile motor launch fleet.
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